FOUR        TALES        BY        ZELIDE

either ameliorating or injuring them., while the
intentions of the most virtuous citizen have
scarcely ever influenced the well-being of his
country. I did not as yet perceive the slave of
ambition to be Still more puerile and more un-
happy than the slave of a woman. My father
insisted that I should offer myself for a seat in
Parliament at the first election and, enchanted to be
able for once to please him, I consented with joy.
Caliste wrote to me.

" If I be of any consequence in your plans, as I
Still dare to flatter myself that I am, you cannot fail
to embrace a project that will compel you to live
in London. An uncle of my father, who desired
to see me, has just informed me that I have given
him more happiness in eight days than all his own
relatives and their children in twenty years, and
that he intends to leave me his house and his
fortune. I shall know, he believes, how to repair
and to embellish the one and to make good use of
the other, while his other relatives would only
destroy and dissipate dully, or save shabbily. I
tell you all this so that you should not blame me for
not having opposed his wish; I have, besides, as
much right as anyone to this inheritance, and those
whom he might otherwise remember are not in
need. My relative is rich and very old: his house
is very well situated near Whitehall. I admit that
the notion of receiving you there or of lending it
to you affords me prodigious satisfaction. If you
conceive any costly fancy or covet a very fine horse
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